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Seventy-Second Annual Session

of
California State Grange

OCTOBER 17, 1944
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

The Seventy-Second Annual Session of California
State Grange was called to order at 10 A. M. at the
Memorial Auditorium Sacramento, California, State Master
George Sehlmeyer presiding.

Conducted by the Assistant Steward and Lady Assistant
Steward, the State officers took their stations.

Presentation of the Flag followed, with Sister Helen
Dopkins of Colusa County, acting as Flag Bearer. “The
Star Spangled Banner” was sung by all.

Sister Ruth Dye, Santa Cruz County, was appointed to
act as Deputy to the Secretary during the session.

All those not having been instructed in the 6th degree
retired, and California State Grange was opened in regu-
lar form in the 6th degree. Acting as Deputy Assistant
and Lady Assistant Steward were Brother Don Bridge und
Sister Bernice Bridge, San Luis Obispo County, and the
members were proven in their degree.

The Worthy Chaplain led those assembled in seeking
Divine guidance.

Due to the resignation of Sister Uriel Shields as State
Lecturer, Sister Hilda L. Atkins was appointed to act dur-
ing the Session.

The passing of Brother Chas. McLaughlin left the
Gatekeeper’s station vacant, and this was filled by ap-
poin_tment of Brother A. J. Crandall to act during the
gession.
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Roll call of Officers found all present as follows:

Magter o an e T George Sehlmeyer
Ve rEeer i i 2N e S e Edwin Xoster
Lecthrer . = o i Hilda Atkins
StevwardEsee 2o e n i T ...Ed Hill
Assistant Steward....... il W. G. LaCaille
Ghaplaines Soe s et e A e Leta Littler
BT Y010 o) Ol per e e e e e S M. T. Hunt
Secretary.......c.cccceeeeeencnninnenn-.-..Celia M. Harding
Gatekeeper... oA, J, Crandall

Ceres.... reeeeeeeneeeeeeneo.ustelle Mensinger
POMONR Sim e e e S B May Schmidt
Hlora s e Vera Blakeley
Lady Assistant Steward........ Margaret Robinson
P AL b o S Claudine Holmes
Executive Committee ........._......._...Harry Barnes

........................................ George Critchett

.............................................. W. L. Smith

The report of the Committee on Credentials was ac-
cepted in determining whether or not a quorum was pre-
sent, and the report of the Credentials Committee was
substituted for a roll call of granges.

State Grange closed in the 6th Degree and opened in the
4th Degree. 190 Fourth Degree members were admitted
and welecomed by the Worthy Master to attendance at
this 72nd Session of California State Grange. In his
welcoming address he expressed the hope that by the time
another session of California State Grange convened, the
world would be at peace, but stated that important de-
cisions in shaping the future of California Agriculture
when peace descends, rests upon this delegate body-

: The report of the Committee on Order of Business was
accepted, and the Convention Program was submitted,
as follows:
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CONVENTION PROGRAM

Order of Business
Tuesday, October 17

MORNING
10:00 A. M.—California State Grange opened, Memorial
Auditorium, 15th and J Street, Sacramento.
Roll Call of Officers.
Determining if a quorum is present.
12:15 P. M. Recess.

AFTERNOON

2:00 P. M. Reconvene. ANNUAL ADDRESS, George
Sehlmeyer, Master California State Grange.

(Open to public)

State Grange called to order in regular session continu-
ing State Officers’ reports.

State Deputy’s report.

District Deputies’ report.

5:00 P. M. Grange closed.

EVENING
8:00 P. M. State Grange reconvenes in Memorial Audi-
torium, 15th and J Street. (Open to public)
Reception: Sacramento Convention Bureau and Grange
membership, Sacramento County.
State Lecturer’s program.

Wednesday, October 18
MORNING
9:30 A. M. California State Grange opened. Memorial
Auditorium, 15th and J.
Roll call of officers.
Reading journal of yesterday.
10:30 A: M. Special order of nominations of State offi-
cers to be elected at this session.
Special order: Invitations for 1945 California State
Grange Convention
Reports
11:30 A. M. Credit Union League
12:15 P. M. Awarding Aberdeen Angus Heifer (Grange
Victory Maid)
12:45 P. M. Broadecast.
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AFTERNOON
2:30 P. M. Reconvene, Memorial Auditorium, 15th and
J Street.
Addresses: Julian McPhee, advisor, Future Farmers of
America.

National President, Future Farmers of America.

State President, Future Farmers of America

Grange called to order in regular session,

Report, Farmers Automobile Inter Insurance Exchange,
by George C. Jewett

Reports continued.

Reports of Committee

5:30 P. M. Evening recess.

EVENING

8:00 P. M. State Grange reconvenes in Memorial Audi-
torium, 15th and J Street

Introduction of resolutions not submitted State Grange
office.

Fixing closing time for introduction of new resolutions.
Business session.

Report of Grangers Business Organization, Inec.
Closing California State Grange

Thursday, October 19
MORNING

9:30 A. M. California State Grange opened, Memorial

Auditorium, 15th and J Street.
Roll Call of wofficers
Reading of Journal of yesterday
Business session
Reports of Committee

11:30 A. M. Juvenile Grange Program, under direction
of Mrs. Cordie M. Hannah, State Superintendent of
Juvenile Granges.

12:45 P. M. Recess
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AFTERNOON

2:30 P. M. Reconvene, Memorial Auditorium, 15 and
J Street.

Memorial Services, under direction of State Chaplain.

Grange called to order following Memorial Services

Business Session

Reports of committees

5:00 P. M. Recess

EVENING

8:00 P. M. Memorial Auditorium, 15th and J Street.

Fifth Degree conferred by Santa Clara County Pomona,
Grange Degree Team, followed by Sixth Degree con-
ferred by officers, California State Grange.

Closing California State Grange.

Friday, October 20
MORNING

8:00 A. M. Home Economics Breakfast, Westminister
Presbyterian Church, 18th and N Street.
9:30 A. M. Opening California State Grange, Memorial
Auditorium, 15th and J. Street.
Roll Call of officers.
Reading of Journal of yesterday.
Reports of Committees on Resolutions.
12:30 P. M. Recess.

AFTERNOON

2:00 P. M. Reconvene, Memorial Auditorium, 15th and
J. Street.

Reports of Committees.

Unfinished Business.

5:30 P. M. Recess.

EVENING
8:00 P. M. Reconvene, Memorial Auditorium, 15th and
J Street.
Reports of Committees.
Unfinished business.
Installation of State officers elected this session.
Closing of 72nd Annual Convention, California State
Grange.
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Sister Cordie Hannah announced a Juvenile Conference
to be held Thursday Morning at 8 o’clock, place to be
announced later.

— Sister Glenn’s Home Economics Conference is to be
held Wednesday Morning at 8 o’clock.

Sister Atkins announced a Lecturer’s Conference Thurs-
day morning at 8 o’clock.

Grange stood at recess until 2 o’clock P. M.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

California State Grange reconvened at 2:00 P. M. and
the convention stood at recess during the report of the
Worthy Master. Brother Harry Barnes of the Executive
Committee presided at the Master’s request while State
Master George Sehlmeyer addressed the delegates and
visitors assembled:

ANNUAL ADDRESS

GEORGE SEHLMEYER
Master California State Grange

INTRODUCTION

For the first time in the history of the California
State Grange we are holding our annual convention in
the same city for two consecutive years. Sacramento
was one of the very few cities in the state which would
undertake housing and entertainment of the State Grange
Convention during the war emergency. Notwithstanding
we met in this city wone year ago, the members of the
Grange, under the able leadership of Charles W. Hayenga
have made extensive preparations to assist in making this
a pleasant and profitable State Grange session.

There have been many changes since one year ago.
“D?” Day has come and the reports from the battie fronts
are increasingly encouraging. Consideration is already
being given to reconversion of some of our industries from
war to civilian production.

During this week the eyes of California agriculture are
turned toward Sacramento. Upon this delegate body
rests a great responsibility in making declarations not only
on the immediate problems facing farmers but considering
and reaching conclusions on some of the trends of agricul-
ture for the post-war period.
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There are a large number of resolutions before the dele-
gate body, some of them of a controversial nature bhut we
feel confident the deliberations on these important ques-
tions will be calm and sound conclusions will be reached.

We are confident that this convention will adopt a pro-
gram which will have a far reaching effect on the trends
California and American agriculture will take, when we
return from war to peace time economy. This delegate
body has an opportunity which few State Grange sessions
have enjoyed. @ We are nearing the end of a great war,
and the issues which confront, not only California, but the
nation, are of the greatest importance. @~ We feel confi-
dent you will meet this obligation and when this session
closes, agricultural history will have been made.

SOCIAL WELFARE

The 1943 session of the California Legislature materi-
ally changed the provisions in the assistance for the aged
laws. While this law is generally referred to as the
Pension Law, the Constitution of California does
not provide for the payment wof pensions. While it
was the desire of the Pension Committee, appointed by
the Govermor, and a majority of the Legislature, to sim-
plify and liberalize California’s Pension system, it appears
that some of the abuses which the bills passed by the
Legislature were intended to correct, still exist. Asg far
as possible these should be corrected by the next session
of the Legislature.

Number 11 on the November election ballot, provides
for the payment of $60 per month per person, to all
those reaching the age of sixty years, and all others who
are completely disabled. This measure provides for a
3% gross receipts tax, and repeals the 2% % retail sales
tax. We urge the delegate body to give careful con-
sideration to this important matter which will affect the
whole social and economic welfare of those receiving
assistance from the state.

For several years the California State Grange has ad-
vocated adequate old age pensions, and that such pensions
be federal and equal in every state in the nation.

PLACING WAR VETERANS ON LAND

When the present war ends it is probable many of the

Veterans expeet to establish homes on farms. A pro-
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position is on the November ballot to issue $30,000,000.00
in State Bonds to assist Veterans in purchasing farms and
homes. These bonds are in the nature of a loan to the
Veterans, under the same plan as the bonds issued at the
close of the first World War. There is no doubt the peo-
ple of California will approve these bhonds. Several plans
have been suggested, making farms available to return-
ing Veterans. Some believe in colonization on tracts of
land, others urge that a different plan be followed. The
problem is to make land available to returning Veterans
at the price they can afford to pay, and assist them in
making the proper selection of land which will as near
as possible meet their requirements.

The plans for farm settlement for Veterans should be
carried out by County Committees. Every County in
California where Veterans may desire to purchase land
should set up a committee consisting of farm organizations
and other interested groups, to advise with ex-service men
regarding location and price, and the adaptability of the
land, for the crops they may desire to produce.

It is interesting to note, notwithstanding American ag-
riculture may be faced with surplus in production of farm
commodities after the war ends, ours is the only industry
which is willing to cooperate in assisting Veterans to en-
gage in a production which might eventually aggravate the
food surplus condition. @ We urge that Granges of cvery
county assist in organizing a Committee to assist Veterans
in locating land and establishing homes on farms.

FARM LABOR
Farm labor conditions were somewhat improved in the
state this year, over one year ago. With the aid of
volunteer labor, Mexican nationals and some prisoners of
war, in most of the crops so far harvested, there has been

no material loss, due to labor shortage. If the war in
Europe should suddenly end a large number of war work-
ers weuld be released. Unquestionably some of these

would seek employment on farms. As this report is being
written there is some doubt as to whether the Mexican
Government will permit their nationals to again enter
the United States in any material numbers. While at
present no one is absolutely certain when the war will be
over, when it does end our own people should have the first
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right to be employed. There are, however, certain types
of stoop work for which it is very difficult to get white
labor.

During the next few years there may be great changes
in farm labor conditions. New machines are being de-
veloped wkhich will take the place of a large number of
laborers, however, this should not materially interfere
with employment. Farmers should not make the mis-
take of again trying to foree farm wages to a low level,
Persons who work on farms should be paid the same wage
as industrial labor. In order to maintain this wage scale
it will be necessary that the farmers receive a price
for their products which would make it possible for them
to meet such a wage scale. A movement is underway to
bring farm labor under Social Security. This state con-
vention should give consideration to this question.

When readjustment takes place from war to peacetime
economy, steps should be taken to bring about better
housing conditions for farm labor, and as far as it is
economically possible keep the wages and conditions sur-
rounding farm labor on a level with industrial labor.

CREDIT UNIONS

During the year new Grange Credit Unions were or-
ganized, and other Grange Counties are considering or-
ganizing one of these very helpful agencies. The possi-
bilities of Grange Credit Unions are almost unlimited and
not only is it possible for Grange members to secure loans
from Credit Unions with a minimum of information gener-
ally required for loans, but with the cooperation of our
membership they can be developed into a very worthwhile
eredit agency.

As Credit Unions grow and their assets increase they
can undertake a very wide field of highly desirable loans
to Grange members. We urge every Grange County
which does not have a Grange Credit Union to give care-
ful consideration to ‘organizing one.

During this convention a conference of Credit Union
Officers and members will be held, and all Grange mem-
bers ave especially invited who are not now members of
a Grange Credit Union.
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O0.P. A, —W. F. A,

During the year there have been many changes in ra-
tioning, especially of food products. In some instances
points have been removed, and on some increased. Price
ceilings were maintained on nearly all farm commodities.
In those cases where the cost of production rose to a high-
er point than the ceiling, subsidies were used to make up
the difference.

If we are to have programs for farm production it is im-
perative that such programs be announced far enough in
advance to make it possible for the farmers to prapare
for the crop. Last year both this State Grange and the
National Grange requestéed that the program for sugar
beet production be announced not later than November 1st.
It was February before producers were informed of the
conditions under which the sugar beet crop was to be pro-
duced. This resulted in another sharp reduction in sugar
beet acreage.

War food administration officials were for a time grave-
ly concerned over the surplus food stocks, both in domes-
iie stock piles and those abroad. It appears that some
of tke occupied countries were not as greatly devastated
as expected, and later reports indicate that some of these
countries will be up to 90% of their normal production
by next year. The War Food Administration is making
an effort to dispose of the food stocks held abroad to
foreign nations.

Last spring there was a sharp drop in egg prices which
caused serious losses to many poultry men in the United
States. While prices on eggs and poultry products dropped,
feed prices remained practically stationary. In order to
prevent a further disruption of the market, some of Lhe
egas held in storage by the government were dumped into
tankage. During recent months there has been a re-
covery 'of egp prices.

A long delay in fixing the ceiling on barley for this
vear’'s crop may result in a material drop in price.

Just before Congress recessed for election a bill was
passed requiring that cotton and wheat be purchased by
the government at parity prices. There is a probability,
depending on the size of this year’s crop, that corn may
soen be ineluded in this program. It is apparent that

#
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the War Food Administration is concerned over carrying
out the provisions of this law.

It is probable both the WFA and the OPA will remain
active for at least a year or two after the war ends.  Price
contrels, rationing, and production programs will be enfore-
ed.  After carefully reviewing the administration of the
WEFA and the OPA, we are firmly convinced that there
would be much better administration of food production
programs, price ceilings and rationing if these two agencies
were combined in one department. We believe this
would result in a far moxe satisfactory administration and
would, at least, prevent the shifting of responsibility which
is apt to oceur with two separate government agencies
dealing with the production, price and rationing of the na-
tion’s food supply. In some instances differences cf
opinions between the WFA and the OPA have re-
sulted in vexatious delays. Space in this report does not
permit reviewing in detail the administration of the
WFA or the OPA. It is recommended this State
Grange session give consideration to combining these two
government agencies into one department.

CALIFORNIA GRANGE NEWS

During the year just passed the Grange News has en-
couniered a number of difficulfies in printing, finally
making it necessary for the first time in the history of
our paper to have the printing done outside Sacramento.

We have tried to make the Grange News a more worth-
while publication for the Grange membership. The fea-
ture article writer, Mr. Hichborn, has attracted wide at-
tention, and zreports reaching our office indicate the
Grange News is one of the most widely quoted farm papers
in California.

Considerable difficulty was encountered in setting up
the list for the subsecription fee, which the delegate body
voted. The executive committee of the State Grange will
submit a proposal to the convention to take the place of |
the subscription now charged.

Every Grange family in California should receive the
Grange News. Secretaries are especially urged to send
the names of new members to the Grange News in order
that they may receive the paper promptly.
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The Managing Editor will give a more detailed report
to the convention.

GRANGERS BUSINESS ORGANIZATION

The Board of Directors of the Grangers Business Or-
ganization are making plans for extensive expansion
when the war ends. It is their hope that our buying co-
operative will be able to furnish the farmers with every-
thing they need. @ When the war ends, and when the re-
strictions now imposed, are removed, the business organi-
zation will again carry a full line of household electricai
equipment, farm machinery and other needs of farmers.
During the calendar year of 1943, sales of the business
organization were reduced because many of the commo-
dities and equipment formerly handled, were no longer
available, but for the first six months of 1944, sales, es-
pecially of petroleum products, have shown a steady in-
crease. Through an agreement with the Associated Oil
Company they are making deliveries not only in those
areas where it was necessary for us to close our plants
because of war conditions, but in all areas of the state
where the business organization did not formerly have
plants. The board of directors have under consideration
building a working capital to make it possible to carry
on the extensive expansion referred to.

If 75% of our members would become patrons of the
business organization we could maintain a distributing
service in every Grange County in California, which would
result in substantial savings to our membership. Divi-
dends for the first six months of this year reached an ail
time high. We urge all Grange members to make pur-
chases through our cooperative. The success of the
planned expansion will rest upon the support given by
the Grange membership.

A further report on the activities of the Grangers Busi-
ness Organization will be given by vice president F. J.
Greer.

INSURANCE
On January 1st, 1944, the plan for Compensation In-
surance through a Grange policy for our membership be-
came effective. We realize that many of our members
were carrying Compensation Insurance with other agencies

i3
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and did not feel inclined to cancel the existing policy.
The success of the Compensation Insurance plan and the
savings which can be made, will depend on two conditions
—the volume of the policies in effect and guarding against
losses. ‘While there have been a number of smaller
claims, there were two serious accidents. Notwithstand-
ing these two larger claims, it seems probable the Com-
pensation Insurance will show a reasonable profit.

It is important that every member of the Grange who,
carries Compensation Insurance should have a Grange poli-
cy- If this be done and our membership guards care-
fully against accidents, a Grange policy will result in sub-
stantial savings to our membership.

The Grange Fraternal Fire Insurance reports a very
successful year. There should be some Amendments to
the By-Laws of the Fire Insurance Association to make
it possible for the Association to meet the growing re-
quirements of Fire Insurance for the Grange Membership.
The cost of Insurance in our Fire Insurance Association
is almost entirely regulated by safe guarding against fire
loss.

During the fiscal year, as in the former years, we have
enjoyed very pleasant relations with, and full cooperation
of, the Farmers Automobile Inter-Insurance Exchange in
all matters relating to automobile and casualty insurance.
This exchange has been made the official carrier for auto-
mobile insurance for all Grange States west of the Missiz-
sippi River.  While there has been some upturn in losses
the Farmers Automobile Inter-Insurance Exchange is in
a very strong finanecial position. The representative of
the Exchange will give a full report on their activities
and a financial statement to this Convention.

HOME ECONOMICS

The close of the fiscal year marks another period as one
of the most successful in the history of our Home
Eccnomics Department. Under the very able leadership
of our State Home Economics Committee, Mrs. Mabel
Glenn, chairman, Mrs. Emma Michalk, Mrs. Mayme Hill
and Mrs, Margaret Stewart, the Home Economics Depart-
ment has gone steadily forward.

Not only have our Home Economiecs Clubs throughout
the State carried on the usual work of assisting the Gran-
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ges, they have also made an outstanding record in war
work. The Home Economies Department took an active
and successful part in the 5th War Loan Drive.

The State Home Economics Committee have outlined a
program for next year which will be submitted to the Con-
vention in Mrs. Glenn’s report.

Every woman in the Grange is entitled to membership
in the Home Economics Clubs. Every Subordinate Grange
in the State which does not have a Home Economics Club
should organize one as early as possible.

Space in this report does not make it possible to enu-
merate all the activities and achievements of our Home
Economies Department. BEvery Grange member in the
State may have a pardonable pride in the work done by
this important Department.

During this convention a Home Economies Conference
will be held, and on Friday morning a Home Economics
Breakfast in the Presbyterian Church, which has be-
come one of our most popular events during the State
Grange Convention.

Mrs. Glenn, chairman of the Home Economics Commit-
tee, will give a detailed report to this Convention.

CONDITION OF THE GRANGE

During the fisecal year closing June 30, 1944, the Grange
in California has enjoyed an outstanding gain in member-
ship. The State Secretary’s records indicate the gain
made during the quarter ending June 30th, was one of
the largest in the history of the Grange in this State.
Membership increases included practically every area in
the State.

The membership building program adopted by the State
Executive Committee was brought to a successful conclu-
sion through the loyal cooperation of Grange Officers
and members in the State.  With this large gain in mem-
bership all Grange activities will be increased. @ The pres-
tige of the California State Grange is greater than ever
before.

Notwithstanding restrictiens in travel, membership at-
tendance has been held at a reasonably high level. @ While
reports for the quarter ending September 30th, are not
cemplete they indicate membership gains are continuing.
The Executive Committee have extended the membership

I

e
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building program to this year beginning July 1, 1944 to
June 30, 1945, With the continuing cooperation of our
membership we can look forward to even greater gains
in the year just ahead.

The State Secretary’s report will contain detailed infor-
mation on new Granges organized, and membership gains
during the year.

INDUSTRY IN THE WEST

During the last few months some of the large light me-
tal plants on the West Coast have been closed, indicating
gradual removal of war industries, established here dur-
ing the emergency, to the Eastern part of the United
States. The time is at hand when an effort should be
made to bring large manufacturing and other industries
to the West Coast.

With the full development of the Central Valley Pro-
ject we should have reasonably priced power and increased
farm production. We have light metals on the Coast
which would interest that type of industry. By bring-
ing industries to the west, markets for farm products
could be greatly increased in this area, thus relieving pro-
ducers of the necessity to ship a large portion of iheir
products to the eastern markets.

We, therefore, suggest that the State Grange support
movements to bring new industries to the West Coast.

WESTERN STATES CONFERENCE

On August 19th, of this year, the masters of five west-
ern State Granges met in Portland, Oregon. The states
represented were Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana
and California. The conference was primarily called for
the purpose of considering the Japanese problem. Two
resoluticns were adopted. With a few exceptions the
declarations made by the conference followed the reso-
lutions adopted by the 1943 California State Grange Con-
vention.

One of the resolutions relating to the Japanese question
dealt with keeping the Japanese in this military area in
confinement, and that no Japanese be permitted to re-
turn to the West Coast area from which they were evacu-
ated by military decree following December 7, 1941.

The other resolution relating to the Japanese question
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provided for deportation of all Japanese at the end of the
war, and that the Constitution of the United States be
amended to prohibit Japanese owning property or enjoying
permanent residence within the continental United States.

Resolutions were also adopted opposing H. R. 3961, the
Rivers and Harbors bill, in its present form. If this bill
is not amended, the President be requested to veto the
measure.

Another resolution opposing H. R. 4485, commonly
termed the Army Engineers flood control bill, providing
that the United States Senate amend this bill by removing
all projects which affect power and irrigation development.

These resolutions are in accord with the action of our
State Grange Executive Committee. Copies of all four
resolutions are attached to your resolution file.

DISPOSING OF WAR EQUIPMENT

During the year there have been a number of bills be-
fore Congress providing for the disposition of war equip-
ment after the war ends, and also to dispose of surplus
equipment which can be sold before the war comes to a
close, The only bill approved by Congress is the Colmer
Act which was passed just preceeding the congressional
recess for the election and has been signed by
the President. This law provides for a three man
board to handle the disposition of all war equipment.
As this report is being written, no definite plans have been
developed for the handling of war equipment and the
resale of lands purchased by the government. There is
a probability the war equipment will be sold through the
regular channels of trade, that is, the manufacturer of a
given piece of machinery, or truck would be allowed to
take over the equipment to learn if it needed repairs, and
then it would be sold through the regular dealers. If
this plan is followed, care should be taken to put a ceiling
price on repairs. Another plan which seems to have
wider support is the equipment will be sold through farm
cooperatives, and auctions. Which ever plan is adopted
care must be taken that we do not allow the same condi-
tions to again prevail, as those when the first world war
ended. @ War equipment was then sold to purchasers for
a very low price and resold to the American public at a
greatly advanced price.

i
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A general plan for the resale of land is as follows:
The original owner who sold the land to the government,
to have first choice. If the owner who sold to the gov-
ernment does not wish to purchase the land it is probable
the government land will be sold to purchasers in lots
based on the family sized type wof farm. Great care
must be taken that the lands now held by the government
do not drift into the hands of large corporation farms.

In this state a movement has been inaugurated to have
the farm produeclion council handle the sale and dis-
position of war equipment in this state. It may be
several vears after the war ends before the sale of this

equipment is completed. The farm production counecil
is an emergency organization and will go out of existence
at the close of the war. With the federal machinery

the three man board will set up for the sale of the equip-
ment, we can see no need to perpetuate the life of the
farm production counecil by having them undertake the
sale of this equipment. To a large extent this might re-
sult in a duplication with federal agencies.

It is probable the President will request some amend-
ments to the Colmer Act when Congress reconvenes on
November 14th. Three plans are under consideration
for war equipment: (1) through regular channels of trade,
(2) sales to farm cooperatives, and auctions, (3) and in
California through the farm production council This
convention should give consideration to these three plans.

The National Grange and the California State Grange
will use their influence to have a plan adopted to have
this equipment sold to the farmers of the United States
by the mest direct plan and to prevent profits which were
received by some interests through the sale of the war
equipment at the end of the first world war.

ACREAGE LIMITATION OF THE RECLAMATION LAW

In 1902 during the administration of President Theo-
dore Roosevelt the Reclamation Law was enacted. This
was the beginning of the movement to develop irrigation
and reclamation in what was then termed the arid west
There have been a number of amendments to the law
sinee its enactment. The first Reclamation Law dealt
almost entirely with government owned lands, but in later
years, as irrigation projeets were extended, amendments
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were adopted providing for its application to areas under
private ownership. Under the original act where the
title of the land was in the Federal Government, the Sec-
retary of Interior had the authority to limit acreages as
low as ten acres. The later amendments and rules pro-
vided where land was in private ownership the acreage
limitation could not be less than 160 acres.

Early this year Congressman Elliott, of California, at-
tached a rider to the Rivers and Harbors omnibus ap-
propriation bill exempting the Central Valley’s Project
from the acreage limitation in the Reclamation law. The
amendment was adopted by the House of Representatives,
and was later removed from the Rivers and Harbors Bill
by the sub-committee of the United States Senate Com-
merce Committee. At the request of a public meeting
of Grange members, and other farmers, held in Tulare
on April 27th, and at the request of the State Executive
Committee, the California State Grange was represented
during the hearings in Washington, on the Elliott Amend-
ment. After the amendment was dropped from the bhill,
Senator Downey held a series of hearings in this state,
beginning in Sacramento and ending in Bakersfield. In
all the hearings, both in Washington and California, the
California State Grange was the only state-wide farm or-
ganization appearing in the interest of the home owning
farmers.

While these hearings were in progress we again
learned how easily farmers are influenced by propaganda.
A story was circulated among the farmers of the state
that unless the Elliott Amendment was adopted, the Sec-
retary of the Interier could reduce every farm in the
state to 160 acres or less. It is amazing how many far-
mers believed this fallacious story. Farmers were also
told that no farm within the project area could be larger
than 160 acres. Both of these statements have no foun-
dation in fact. The acreage limitation provides that no
farmer can buy water from the Central Valley’s Project
for more than 160 acres of irrigated- land. This pro-
vision does not prevent the ownership of a larger acre-
age, but does limit the land ownership for which water
can be purchased from the Central Valley’s Project.

During the hearings on the Elliott Amendment, the
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State Grange suggested that a reasonable compromise be
adopted to overcome some of the existing conditions in
irrigation districts in the state, but it would be disastrous
to the development of a home farm population, and a
sound rural community life in the project area, to remove
all acreage limitation.

Many of the home owning farmers of the San Joaquin
Valley have learned the ruthlessness of some of the large
land companies in dealing with water rights.

While it may be desirable to make some modification in
the Reclamation law, both the California State Grange
and the National Grange will continue to vigorously oppose
any amendment to the Reclamation law, which has for its
objective, extending corporation farming in the Central
Valleys Project area. Two bills are at present under con-
sideration, one modlfymg the Reclamation law. The other
measure is discussed in this report under title of Central
Valleys Project.”

CENTRAL VALLEY PROJECT

Since the time Congress made the first appropriation
for the Central Valley Project in 1937, there never has
been as strong an attempt to completely disrupt this pro-
ject, as at present. One of the first steps by those who
hoped to defeat making the resources of this great project
available to all people of California was the Elliott Amend-
ment. This is referred to in the other part of this re-
port.

When the Department of the Interior built the trans-
mission line from the Shasta Power Project to Oroville,
it temporarily defeated the proposal of the privately
owned utility to build their own transmission line to the
bus-board of the dam. If this had been permitted there
would have been complete bottling up w©f the electric
power generated at the Shasta Project. Again this year,
as in 1942 and 1943, the House of Representatives took
out of the Appropriation Bill the funds for a transmission
line from Shasta Dam to Antioch. This year, as in for-
mer years, the Senate restored the appropriation, but in
the conference committee hearings, for the first time the
appropriation for the transition line has been completely
eliminated. It is a well known fact that we must have
competitive bidding for the power developed by the pro-
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ject, in order to secure a price to make it possible for
the sale of power to carry its share of the repayment to
the Federal Government for the Central Valley Project.
Unless this appropriation is restored the power developed
by the projeet cannot be made available to the publicly
owned districts in the state, and privately owned utilities
will be the sole beneficiaries. It would mean the sole
bidder could purchase the power for a low figure and then
resell it to the power consumer at a substantial profit.
Unless the electric energy developed by the project can be
made to carry its share of repayment to the Federal
Government, the cost of water to the farmer may be too
high.

While in Washington, D. C., this year we heard it fre-
quently stated that the largest power lobby was in Wash-

ington than had ever appeared. The movement
against public power is not confined to the Central Valley
Project, it is national in extent. @ Two bills which appar-
ently had for their intent the complete disruption of the
Central Valley Project, passed by the House of Re-
presentatives, are now before the United States Senate.
H. R. 3961, the Rivers and Harbors Bill, to which the
Elliott Amendment was attached, has other undesirakle
and dangerous provisions in two sections. This measure
provides where there is development of power, the Secreta-
ry of the Interior is prohibited from selling the power at